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Freedom with imaginations'

uffm; ene mm;qps youth to have courage to try new things

By SHERRY VAN ARSDALL
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He epseouraped the assemblied studentis

to ase thelr imaginations and oy new
thimgs, like b did at becoming an awthor
ol agee 5

“When you ry semething new, what
ever 1t is, don't ghve up and don't be
afraid even i someone langhs at you,
i sadd.

=1 mimver grew up to b an author |
grew up o be a flsherman,” Smith suld

And his love of fahing was the topic
for his first book

1 toak all the common game fish, gawe
gach fish their own page and had each
one ook ke they enjoyed being caughi.”

Katherine Pislemeier ikes to fish
as well.

“That's the best thing (about Buck
Wilder), his Mshing,” the T-vear-bd
Katherine said, *1 like that the best and it
was kind of nbes to meet o real apthor”

The authar made his fsh undque

“Taks this largemouwth bass, ™ Smith
said, horning toa page in his book. “1 gae
him a bl jarin with lipa, teeth and curly
eyehrows. Mee had fun with all my books.”

Asachild, Selth liked to doodle on
the edge of pages, but his teachers dis
couraged it

“When | started writing. [ decided [
would doodle on my pages.” he said. “50
['ve written on every pagpe along the adge,
somie upsita down, backwards

My of the students wore T-shirts with
the "Wild Animal Tracks and Poops!™
chart found in the book, “Buck Wikder's
Seall Twig Hiking & Camping Gulde.”

“1 think ['m the only author that made a

poop chart just for pure fun,” Smith said
Thie chart lists bear, moose, elk, desr, ooy
aibi, fox, mountain lion aru&T‘hH-iuck.

During & questhon-and-answer périod,
Srmkth was asked how he comes up with
ideas

] take & plain plese of paper and a
pencil with a big eraser,™ he said, “1 find
aquiet spot tn the house with a flat sur
face g begin to dras: This is something
youl can do as well "

He sncouraged the students o iry
drawring, bending the paper, folding 1t or
ewen puniching hobes to make a pattern,
bt don't horm on the televishon

Unlock your imagination, don't bt Uhe
TV distract vou," Smith sabd “You don’t
have to be the best, you just have todo .

Fourth-grade teacher Pat Fran: has
s the books 0 her classroom

“ha kids just love them and [ really
lik thetm, ™ Franz said. “They ane really
coborfial and popular As a reader, any ey
¢l of imformation can be understood and
learmsd frofm.”

Siudent Lucas Petro was goin
with an autographed book

[ don't know which one,” the kinder
gartener sabl, “but | think they e neat to
jook at and when [ get my book I'm going
o e Y fadd resad B

And imfiorm his dad of the awthor's ad
vice: s youir insagirathon and be crestie
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